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REPORT  1836. 


Bridlington  Quay, 

March  1st,  1897. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Bridlington. 

Your  District  is  extensive,  having  within  its  area  the  three  Registration 
Sub- Districts  of  Hunmanby,  Skipsea,  and  the  Rural  part  of  Bridlington. 
It  has  an  area  of  over  60,000  acres,  or  a little  more  than  100  square  miles, 
and  a population,  by  estimation,  of  8,332.  This  population  is  unevenly 
distributed  amongst  the  various  villages  and  hamlets  from  13  at  Auburn  to 
over  1,300  at  Hunmanby.  Its  superficial  contour  is  on  the  North  hilly  and 
bold,  consisting  of  the  spur  of  the  Wolds  which  runs  Eastward  to  form 
Flamborough  Head,  and  towards  the  South  shelves  gradually  into  the 
low  lying  undulations  of  Holderness.  There  is  a good  sub-soil  of  sand  and 
gravel  covered  by  a thick  layer  of  alluvial  deposit  excepting  where  on  the 
highest  parts  of  the  Wolds  the  chalk  comes  to  the  surface  as  at  Flam- 
borough,  Speeton,  Thwing  and  Wold  Newton,  and  on  the  extreme  South 
near  the  sea  where  the  soil  is  thin.  With  the  exception  of  Flamborough 
where  a moiety  of  the  population  is  engaged  in  fishing,  the  inhabitants  are 
mostly  occupied  with  agriculture  and  its  subsidiary  avocations.  The  Census 
of  1891  showed  a reduction  of  nearly  1000  by  emigration  during  the  decade 
1882-91,  but  judging  from  the  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths,  and 
allowing  imigration  to  balance  emigration,  I do  not  think  this  decrease  has 
been  proportionally  continued  through  the  years  of  the  current  decennium 
and  the  estimated  population  of  8,332  for  the  year  1896  fairly  states  the 
numerical  value  of  the  population  foi  oui  purpose. 
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Name  of  Parish. 

Population  ai 

1881 

Census  in 

1891  ! 

General 
Deaths 
in  1896. £ 

Zymotic 
Deaths, 
in  1896 

Auburn  

j Bessingby 

Carnaby  

Boynton  

Easton  

Hilderthorpe  

Wilsthorpe  

Sewerby  & Marton  ... 

Buckton  

Flamborough  

Bempton  & Newsome 

12 

80 

180 

156 

28 

26 

18 

343 

161 

1355 

309 

13 

87 

200 

128 

32 

41 

16 

331 

141 

1288 

310 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

10 

1 

| Rural  Bridlington  ] 

2648 

2587 

22 

j Hunmanby  

1351 

1309 

27 

1 

Speeton  

160 

151 

1 

Grindale  

179 

157 

9 

1 Argliam  

39 

40 

1 

1 ^ 1 

Rudston  

604 

578 

6 

Tli  wing  

439 

367 

2 

Wold  Newton  

310 

292 

3 

Nortli  Burton  ... 

543 

425 

5 

Reighton 

254 

252 

8 

Fordon  

57 

38 

1 

- ] 

Hunmanby  Sub-Hist. 

3936 

3609 

58 

1 

Burton  Agnes  

342 

321 

4 

Haisthorpe  

123 

121 

4 

Tliornliolme  

110 

115 

1 

Gransmoor  

84 

68 

Lissett  ...  ...  ••• 

90 

105 

j Ulrome  

194 

198 

2 

Hrin ghoe,  Upton  and 

Brough  

157 

156 

Skipsea  

398 

341 

3 

1 Barmston 

198 

213 

2 

Fraisthorpe  

104 

95 

• Skipsea  Sub-District 

1800 

1733 

16 

1 

Rural  District. 

8384 

7929 

1 96 

1 
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TABULAR  SYNOPSIS. 


Sub-District. 

Estimated 
Population 
in  1896. 

Births  in 
1896. 

Deaths 
in  1896 

Death  Rates  in 
,General  j Zymotic 

1896. 

In  fantile] 

Rural  Bridlington  ... 

2742 

63 

22 

8 09 

nil. 

634 

Hunmanby  

3779 

128 

58 

15  3 

> > 

86  0 

Skipsea  

1811 

47 

14 

7.7 

63  8 

Rural  District  ... 

8382 

238 

94 

11-28 

> 5 

76-4 

These  figures  are  very  satisfactory  and  when  compared  with  the  vita^ 
statistics  of  the  country  generally  as  set  forth  in  a brief  summary  a little 
further  on  will  enhance  our  appreciation  of  the  natural  salubrity  of  the 
neighbourhood  and  the  conditions  of  life  which  rule  in  it.  I traversed  the 
District  many  times  in  various  directions  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and 
whilst  noting  many  minor  matters  which  are  not  as  they  should  be,  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  I come  across  few  grave  infractions  of 
Sanitary  teaching.  The  sparce  population,  their  open-air  life,  the  general 
cleanliness  of  houses  and  surroundings,  and  the  absence  of  squalor  and  filth 
in  every  marked  degree,  conduce  to  neutralise  the  ill  effects  of  contracted 
house-room,  damp  walls  and  floors,  scanty  food  and  often  dirty  drinking- 
water.  With  the  exception  of  Hunmanby  village  the  whole  of  the  Dural 
Sanitarv  District  is  in  a good  average  condition  as  rural  life  goes,  and  its 
defects  such  as  will  be  remedied  as  time  goes  on  with  the  spread  of 
education  and  the  levelling  up  which  has  been  so  noticeable  a feature  in  the 
whole  population  of  the  country  during  the  last  thirty  years.  The  effect  on 
the  sub-district  death-rate  of  one  insanitary  village  is  well  shown  in  the 
ease  of  Hunmanby  sub-district  where  the  mortality  rate  is  double  that  of 
Skipsea  and  nearly  twice  as  high  as  that  of  rural  Bridlington.  There  is 
room  in  the  Dural  Council’s  administration  for  much  more  energy  in  seeking 
out  and  abating  nuisances  and  conditions  of  life  which  militate  against 
health,  more  especially  should  the  Council  insist  on  their  orders  being- 
enforced,  and  if  necessary  legal  proceedings  should  be  taken  to  this  end. 

The  year  1896  was  somewhat  uneventful,  there  was  an  absence  of  the 
Cholera  scare,  and  the  Small  Pox  though  rampant  in  some  parts  of  the 
Country  did  not  come  near  us.  We  had  an  epidemic  of  Measles  at 
Hunmanby  for  which  it  wTas  necessary  to  close  the  schools,  and  there  was 
an  outbreak  of  Mumps  at  Flamborough  for  which  exclusion  alone  was 
ordered — sporadic  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  Erysipelas  were  reported  from 
different  parts  of  the  District  and  there  was  a little  Typhoid  Fever.  The 
Influenza  was  prevalent  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  regards  the  weather  we  had  a fair  average  year — the  spring  and 
early  summer  months  were  fine  and  very  dry,  but  the  drought  broke  by  the 
middle  of  July  and  rain  was  more  or  less  continuous  to  the  end  of  ' wgust, 
the  weather  during  the  final  quarter  of  the  year  being  of  the  usual 
autumnal  character. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  IN  1S96. 

The  birth-rate  in  Fngland  and  Wales  in  1896  was  29-7  per  1000  of 
the  nonulation  which  is  lower  than  the  rate  m any  other  year  on  record 
excepting  1894,  and  13  per  1000  below  the  mean  rate  in  the  ten  years 

1886-95. 

The  death-rate  in  1896  was  17-1  per  1000,  and  this  also  is  lower  than 
the  rate  in  any  previous  year,  excepting  1894  ; compared  with  the  late  in 
the  ten  years  1886-95,  the  death-rate  in  1896  shows  a decrease  of  1 7 per 

1000. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000 
registered  births  was  148,  which  was  also  the  mean  proportion  m the  ten 

years  1886-95. 

The  mortality  from  some  of  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  corresponds 
to  a rate  of  2-18  per  1000  living,  against  1*01  and  2-17  respectively  m le 

preceding  two  years.  (Registrar  General.) 


:o:- 


MARRIAGES. 

There  were  55  marriages  in  the  Rural  District  in  the  year  1896  being 
21  in  advance  of  the  number  for  1895.  and  corresponding  to  a marriage-rate 
of  13  20  per  1000  people  living,  and  being  1-70  below  the  mean  rate  of 
England  and  Wales  for  the  ten  years  1884-93. 


- :o: 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 


There  were  238  births  registered  in  1896  against  224,  217  and  23  i 
the  three  immediately  preceding  years.  The  District  birth-rate  of  28-5 
being  1-14  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  and  1*36  above  the  Distr 
birth-rate  for  1895.  The  Sub-District  birth-rates  were  Rural  Bridlington 
22'9,  Hunmanby  33’5,  and  Skipsea  25'9  per  1000  people  living. 
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TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS. 


1896. 

1895. 
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BRIDLINGTON  SUB-DISTRICT 

& 

fa 

1st  Quarter. 

8 

12 

20 

5 

9 

14 

2nd  Quarter. 

7 

11 

18 

9 

10 

17 

3rd  Quarter. 

5 

8 

13 

7 

17 

24  I 

4th  Quarter. 

5 

7 

12 

11 

8 

19 

Total 

25 

38 

1 63 

80 

44 

74 

HUNMANBY  SUB-DISTRICT. 

1st  Quarter. 

8 

13 

21  | 

10 

13 

23 

2nd  Quarter. 

21 

18 

39 

19 

14 

33 

3rd  Quarter. 

17 

17 

34 

17 

10 

27 

4tli  Quarter. 

24 

10 

34 

13 

17 

30 

Total 

70 

58 

128 

59 

54 

113 

SKIPSEA  SUB-DISTRICT. 

1st  Quarter. 

9 

3 

12 

9 

5 

14 

2nd  Quarter. 

7 

5 

12 

5 

6 

11 

3rd  Quarter. 

6 

5 

11  ! 

1 

3 

4 

4th  Quarter. 

5 

7 

12 

2 

6 

8 

Total 

' 27  „ 

20 

47 

| 17 

20 

37 

Totals  for  Rural  District. 

122 

116 

238 

106 

118 

224 

:o:  — 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

There  were  94  deaths  in  1896  against  97,  96,  and  108  for  the  three 
previous  years.  The  death-rate  was  11-28  for  the  Rural  District,  being  0 86 
below  that  of  last  year,  and  5 82  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1896.  The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  18  and  are 
in  the  proportion  of  76 ‘4  per  1000  live- births,  the  mean  proportion  in 
England  and  Wales  for  the  ten  years  1886-95  having  been  148. 

The  Sub-District  death-rates  were  Rural  Bridlington  8-09,  Hunmanby 
15-3  and  Skipsea  7‘7  per  1000  living. 
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TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS. 


1896. 


1895. 


BRIDLINGTON  SUB-DISTRICT 


1st  Quarter. 
2nd  Quarter. 
3rd  Quarter. 
4th  Quarter. 


Total 


CO 

CD 

1 

. 

■3 

2 

r- 

CO 

S 

11 

8 

2 

0 

X 

14 

10 

9 

6 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

4 

2 

5 

6 

6 

5 

3 

o 

7 

6 

10 

12 

22 

21 

18 

39 

HUNMANBY  SUB-DISTRICT. 


1st  Quarter. 
2nd  Quarter. 
3rd  Quarter. 
4th  Quarter. 

Total 


12 

10  9 19 

19 

7 4 11 

11 

4 4 8 

16 

2 6 8 

58 

23  23  40 

SKLPSEA  SUB-DISTRICT. 


1st  Quarter. 
2nd  Quarter. 
3rd  Quarter. 
4th  Quarter. 


3 

1 

2 

0 


Total 
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Totals  for  Rural  District.  j 51 


2 1 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

i 

j- 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

8 

14 

6 

6 

12 

43 

94 

50 

47 

97 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 

sex 

to  He  group 

laS  BfflttSiSt  i^s  fctlW 

in  1895.  Diseases  of  Brain  and  Spinal f Cord _ and  He“‘nehitis  and 
Ypocplc  have  both  an  increased  mortality  till  c Q .,  Dpr^Y 

Pneumonia  and  general  Debility  How  a slight  excels  wlir  =>  e“  in  1896 
•Q  a 1 over  half  the  mortality  m 189 o.  lheie  weie  m in\ 
compared  with  7 in  ^preceding  year  and  Premature a o 
have  one  less  than  the  total  for  189o.  The  3 deaths  me  mm  on* 

1 else  of  Puerperal  Fever  (so  called),  one  of  Convulsions  and  one  mom 


bleeding. 
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Age: There  were  21  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  80 

of  people  turned  60  as  compared  with  27  and  48  respectively  in  1895.  The 
middle  period  from  1 to  60  years,  this  year  shows  45  deaths  as  compared 
with  28  in  1895,  two  thirds  of  which  come  between  25  and  60,  the  most 
productive  and  most  valuable  period  of  life. 
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Locality -—The  Hunmanby  Sub-District  takes  tlie  bulk  of  the  mortality 
and  the  1st  Quarter  nearly  half  of  it,  whereas  both  as  to  place  and  time  the 
deaths  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  m the^  previous  year,  bu,  the  total 
gross  mortality  is  slightly  below  that  of  1895. 


■;o: 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT. 

During  the  year  I have  received  128  certificates  relating  to  126 (cases of 
infectious  sickness,  The  Sub-District  of  Hunmanby  contributed  106,  and  of 
these  over  90  per  cent  came  from  the  village  itself,  chiefly  relating  0 an 
epidemic  of  Measles.  The  infection  had  become  widely  disseminated  before 
the  first  notification  was  sent  in,  when  any  attempt  at  isolation  was 
nractically  useless.  It  is  problematical  whether  any  appreciable  benefit  is 
derived  from  notifying  Measles— the  _ period  of  greatest  mfectivity  is 
apparently  before  the  rash  appears;  it  is  questionable  whether  effect  v 
Nation  of  so  transient  and  rapidly  spreading  a complaint  is  practicable, 
and  lastly  it  is  in  the  majority  of  cases  so  mild  as  scarcely  to  warrant  much 
expenditure  of  time  and  money.  No  doubt  a considerable  aggrega  e 
mortality  results  from  Measles,  but  then  fatal  cases  are  a very  small  per 
centa-e  of  those  attacked.  Hitherto  the  principal  argument  for  its 
retention  has  been  the  possibility  of  confusing  Measles  and  Scarlatina, 
there  is  very  little  liklihood  of  this  when  the  patient  is  seen  by  a medical 
man  and  until  he  is  so  seen  there  is  no  notification  as  the  dual  functions  of 
the  householder  and  doctor  as  set  forth  in  the  Act  are  m-operative.  No 
advantage  however  will  be  derived  from  this  Act  at  all  unless  the  penal 
clauses  are  enforced,  it  has  now  been  a law  for  nearly  nine  years,  and  lias 
been  in  operation  here  for  nearly  seven,  it  is  evidently  too  late  m the  day 
for  ignorance  of  its  provisions  to  be  tolerated  as  an  excuse  for  non- 
performance of  its  obligations,  and  I have  to  ask  the  Council  to  propel  y 
enforce  the  penal  claused  of  the  Act  in  the  future.  The  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Typhoid  are  each  less  than  half  the  number  reported  in  1895. 


SUB-DISTRICT. 

Disease. 

Rural  Bridlington 

Hunmanby 

Skipsea 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

2 

7 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

6 

' 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

• 

8 

— 

3 

Measles  

15 

88 

103 

Erysipelas  

• — 

4 

8 

7 

Diptlieria  

1 

1 

i 

17 

106 

5 

128 

11 


DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES  IN  1891-96 


1891 

1892  1 

| 

[4893 

1894  I 

1895  | 

1896 

2 

4 ! 

5 ; 

— 

4 

— 

3 

2 

■ — 

5 

1 

2 

i 

JL 

2 

— 

1 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

. — 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

11 

3 

4 

2 

1 

23 

14 

12 

20 

8 

9 

7 

5 

2 

15 

6 

7 

1 4 

1 3 

1 7 

1 4 

7 

5 

Diarrhoea... 

Measles  ... 

Enteric  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Influenza... 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  & 
Pleurisy 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS)  ACT,  1886. 

I have  received  no  report  on  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops  of 
the  District  such  of  them  as  I have  seen  were  fairly  clean,  and  appeared 
as  suitable  for  the  purpose  as  adapted  buildings  could  be.  I have  again  to 
remind  the  Council  that  it  is  incumbent  on  every  Sanitary  Authority 
ueriodically  to  revise  the  register  of  Cow-sheds  and  Dames,  anc  o >■ 
Inch  alterations  in  the  register  and  bye-laws  as  occasion  may  require  and 
the  Inspector’s  Reports  shall  have  shown  to  be  necessary.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  year  I saw  professionally  a case  of  Anthrax  of  the  cheek  m lie 
nerson  of  a butcher,  contracted  through  dressing  a calf  for  the  meat  market 
F what  became  of  the  meat  I do  not  know— towards  the  end  of  the  year 
Anthrax  was  reported  to  me  as  being  on  a farm  and  on  investigating  re 
circumstances  I found  it  to  be  the  farm  from  whence  the  previous  cases  of 
Anthrax  had  come— I have  merely  to  remind  the  Council  that  the  spores 
of  Anthrax  are  most  tenacious  of  life,  are  transnnssable  by  milk,  &e.,  anc 
are  deadly  in  their  constitutional  effects. 

VACCINATION. 

For  the  twelve  months  ended  30th  .Tune,  1896,  there  were  recorded  in 
t,  Suuerintendent  Registrar’s  District  319  births,  of  these  146  weie 
ucces  fully  vaccinated,  25  died  unvaccinated,  2 were  postponed  by  medical 
certificate— leaving  a heavy  residum  of  146  unprotected,  being  45-7  per 

cent,  of  the  total  number.  . 

The  records  of  vaccination  for  the  past  few  years  have  been  going  from 
hnd  to  worse— in  1886  the  per  centage  of  those  who  escaped  vaccination 
rv  email— under  8 per  cent. — in  1887  it  was  5 per  cent.,  m 1888 
w * o J^cent  and  since  that  time  it  has  continued  to  increase  steadily 
til  in  1894  there  was  a per  centage  of  27*8,  in  1895  it  reached  40  26, 
and  in  1896  we  have  the  unprecedented  per  centage  of  45  7— or  nearly 
h if  tpe  children  escape  vaccination.  Either  compulsion  shou  e 
hi  f u or!  in  toto  or  he  properly  enforced,  the  present  administration  of 
the  Vaccination  Act  is  unfair  both  to  supporters  and  opponents  of  the 

“ operation.” 
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VACCINATIONS  FOR  THE  TEN  YEARS  1886-95. 


1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 


Births. 

276 

299 

310 

275 

324 

290 

326 

309 

308 


Success- 

fully 

Vacci- 

nated. 


268 

216 

239 

191 
214 
245 
206 
202 

192 
147 


Insus- 

ceptible. 

'~JT 


Died 
unvaccin- 
ated. 

~27 

31 
29 
37 
25 
36 
24 
33 

32 
35 


| Postpon’d 
by  Medi- 
cal Cer- 
tificate. 

Removed 

to 

D istricts  j 
known . 

Removed 

to 

Districts 

unknown 

unac- 

counted 

for. 

Per  cent 
ost  sight 
of  or  un- 
actd.  for. 

6 

2 

— 

3 

6 

9 

— 

14 

5 

3 

2 

4 

22 

8-3 

2 

6 

54 

17-4 

1 

2 

7 

26 

9-4 

2 



— 

40 

12-3 

1 

— 

59 

20-0 

2 

— 

89 

27-3 

2 

4 

10 

67 

24-9 

2 

124 

40-26  1 

SANITATION. 

As  mav  perhaps  be  gathered  from  this  Report  the  village  of  Hunmanby 
has  received  a good  deal  of  my  attention  in  the  course  of  the  year.  1 have 
completed  the  survey  I commenced  in  1895,  the  facts  gathered  constituting 
a considerable  body  of  particulars  which  require  much  annotating  and 
tabulating  to  render  them  intelligible  and  of  use  for  the  purpose  of  basing 
recomendations. 

I am  informed  that  the  Skipsea  Water  Supply  is  now  much  improved 
hut  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  to  that  village  it  haidly  came  up  to  my  iceas 
of  what  a public  supply  should  he,  possibly  it  will  improve  as  the  pump  is 
used  and  the  soluble  part  of  the  chalk  is  pumped  out. 

Rudston  draws  much  of  its  drinking  water  from  top  springs  at  the 
edge  of  the  Gypsy  Race,  a small  water  course  which  also  receives  much  ot 
the  surface  and  house  drainage  of  the  village.  Boynton  is  also  clue  y 
dependent  on  surface  water  for  dietetic  purposes. 

Flamboro  has  shown  greater  cleanliness  during  the  past  year.  The 
Mere  would  be  much  better  if  its  area  were  reduced  by  half,  and  its  depth 
increased.  Bempton,  Speeton  and  Reighton  show  signs  of  improvement. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  congratulate  the  Council  on  the  satisfactory 
features  of  this  Report  and  trust  that  they  are  the  harbingers  ot  further 
improvement  in  the  Sanitary  environment  of  the  generally  healthy 
population. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  WETWAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  and  Sanitary  Authority  of  Bridlington. 


